Complete remission of disease for 5 years following initial and repeat resection of the liver for the removal of 22 metastases of colorectal origin.
Although liver resection is accepted as the only available treatment that regularly produces long-term survival with possible cure in patients with colorectal carcinoma metastatic to the liver, controversy appears to exist regarding the surgical indication for patients with more than four nodules. Similarly, it may be arguable to perform a repeated hepatic resection for a patient who developed multiple recurrent liver metastases with a short disease-free period after the initial liver resection. During the last 7 years, we have adopted constantly the aggressive surgical approach to patients with colorectal carcinoma metastatic to the liver if the number of tumor nodules identified preoperatively were less than ten and irrespective of the length of disease-free period after the previous resection. Here we report on a patient who underwent hepatic resection twice at an interval of 3 months and in whom a total of 22 metastatic nodules (6 in the initial hepatic resection and 22 in the repeated resection) were removed. The patient is now alive and remains disease-free, 5 years after the first liver resection.